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ABSTRACT 

The Doctor of Arts (D.A.) degree is a degree 
specifically designed to prepare and train quality college teachers. 
The program leading to the D.A. is a rigorous one, and takes into 
account not only a candidates knowledge of a particular field but 
also his ability to relate his knowledge to others. This report takes 
into consideration the factors leading to the establishment of the 
degree, characteristics common to both the ph.D. and the D.A., the 
differences between the ph.D. and the D.A. programs, and the present 
status of the D.A. degree. There are a number of factors which 
indicate that the D.A. degree will be successful in the future; (1) 
the endorsement of the D.A. degree by a large number of professional 
organizations; (2) the relatively large number of universities 
offering, planning to offer, or considering the possibility of 
offering the D.A. degree; (3) the increasing need for junior college 
and college instructors Who are specifically prepared to teach; and 
(4) the increasing interest of graduate students in teaching and 
working with college-age students rather than becoming research 
specialists. A description of the Ball State University D.A. program 
in the field of music is included in the paper. (HS) 
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A. The Doctor of Arts Degree 

The Doctor of Arts degree is specifically designed to prepare college 
teachers. This goal is achieved through a program of study which includes 
breadth of preparation in a subject field; the development of the candidate's 
ability to read, understand, interpret, and apply the results of research to 
teaching; and a dissertation directly related to college teaching. Preparation 
for college teaching is developed through courses and/or seminars in such areas 
as the psychology of learning, higher education, and present-day social issues 
and concerns; and participating in an internship and/or externship experience. 

The admission, retention, and degree standards for the Doctor of Arts and 
Doctor of Philosophy degrees are equally rigorous. While the two degree pro- 
grams have different degree objectives and goals, the requirements are equal- 
ly demanding. 

The Doctor of Arts degree supplements, not replaces, the Doctor of 
Philosophy degree. It must be remembered that the Doctor of Arts degree is 
not a "be-all” or "end-all" degree but is another doctor's degree designed 
with a specific purpose in mind — the preparation of the teacher-scholar. 

B. Factors Leading to the Establishment of the Doctor of Arts Degree 

1. The need for more teacher-scholars prepared at the doctoral level for 
undergraduate college teaching has been growing for a number of years and fin- 
ally has reached the point of action. The first Doctor of Arts degree program 
was established at Camegie-Mellon University in 1967. However, even prior to 
that time several universities recognized the need for doctoral programs spe- 
cifically designed to prepare college teachers and did so by offering the 
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Doctor of Education degree in subject fields, and/or revising the Doctor of 
Philosophy degree to contain some or all of the elements of the Doctor of Arts 
degree. In addition, several universities began granting Candidate in 
Philosophy Certificates in 1967 and 1968 to those Fh.D. degree candidates who 
had completed all degree requirements except the dissertation, thereby iden- 
tifying those doctoral candidates who could teach but lacked the major doctor- 
al research experience — the dissertation. Recently Yale University insti- 
tuted the Master of Philosophy degree which is essentially the Doctor’s degree 
less the dissertation. However, neither the Candidate in Philosophy 
Certificate nor the Master of Philosophy degree is similar to the Doctor of 
Arts degree since each is essentially the Fh.D. degree less the dissertation. 

2. The increased specialization of Ph.D. degree subject fields in the 
last 15 to 20 years had made many of its graduates less employable for college 
level teaching. Most of the smaller colleges need teachers who are more broad- 
ly prepared so that they can teach several subjects within a discipline and 
even courses in several related disciplines. 

3. Some of the student dissent in recent years has been a result of poor 
teaching and the supposed lack of interest in teaching exhibited by some facul- 
ty members. The demand by students for college teachers who are interested in 
teaching and prepared to teach has no doubt been another key factor in the need 
for a degree designed to prepare the teacher-scholar. Clark Kerr, Chairman of 
the Carnegie Commission on Higher Education, has stated that the Doctor of Arts 
should be the standard degree for college teaching. 

4. The high attrition rate of Ph.D. degree candidates is due in part to 
the frustration and lack of interest resulting from the over specialization of 
preparation, the excessive emphasis on research, and the lengthy dissertation 
which in some cases takes several years to complete. Many prominent educators 
in recent years have recommended that the Ph.D. degree be revised or another 

o Doctor’s degree be developed which would place less emphasis on research tools 

ERJC 



Ball State University 



3 



and the dissertation, thereby reducing the excessive attrition rate which has 
been associated with the Fh.D. degree for many years. 

5. The demand for Fh.D. degree graduates in some fields is on the decline; 
in fact, there is an oversupply in some fields and some universities are limit- 
ing Fh.D. degree enrollments. While it is likely that there will be less de- 
mand for research-scholars, it is quite likely that there will be an increasing 
demand for teacher-scholars in future years as a result of the growth of en- 
rollments in two-year and state colleges. On the matter of research and 
college teaching the Council of Graduate Schools states:* 

But the importance of research as a component of college 
teaching is considerably less for those not teaching at 
the Fh.D. level, and this group constitutes the majority 
of teachers in higher education. The necessity for re- 
search competence and activities at these other levels 
varies at least quantitatively and in emphasis, depend- 
ing upon the subject being taught. For most college 
faculty it seems clear that the research competence re- 
quired for the great majority of college teachers can 
be obtained through the proposed Doctor of Arts program. 

C. Characteristics Common to both the Fh.D. and D.A. Degrees 

1. The quality of both degree programs is equal but different in charac- 
ter. 

2. The acbnission, retention, and degree standards are equally demanding 
for both degrees. 

3. Both degree programs require a minimum of three years of graduate work 
and a dissertation. 



4. The holders of the Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Business 
Administration, Doctor of Musical Arts, Doctor of Education, and Doctor of 
Engineering degrees have in general been hired, paid, and promoted on an equal 
basis; and it is expected that D.A. degree holders will be accorded the same 
treatment. 



*Couneil of Graduate Schools in the United States, "The Doctor of Arts Degree," 
March, 1970, pp. 5-6. 



Ball State University 



4 



D. Differences between the D.A. and Ph. 
D.A. Degree 

1. Specifically designed to prepare 
college teachers 

2 . Emphasis is on preparing the 
t each er- schol ar 



3. Admission requirements include 

the applicant's potential, interest, 
and aptitude for college teaching 

4. Major field of study is a broad 
subject matter area or may span 
several related areas 

5. The dissertation which is related 
to the teaching of a subject may 
take several forms - a research 
study on teaching methods, develop- 
ment and testing of new teaching 
techniques and instructional media, 
synthesizing scattered materials 
into a teaching unit, development of 
a new curriculum or course of study, 
the writing of a textbook, etc. The 
dissertation should demonstrate the 
student's mastery of academic content 
and his ability to apply research to 
teaching 

6. Development of ability to read, 
understand, and interpret the 
results of research, and the ap- 
plication of research findings 
and new pedagogical developments 
to college teaching 

7. A professional core of courses and 
seminars are included to prepare 
the candidate for college teaching, 
e.g. , psychology of learning, tests 
and measurements, history and sociol- 
ogy of higher education, problems in 
teaching, and contemporary issues and 
social concerns affecting higher edu- 
cation 



t Degree Programs 

Ph.D. Degree 

1. Mot necessarily designed to pre- 
pare college teachers 

2 . Emphasis is on preparing the 
research-scholar - the Fh.D. 
degree is essentially research 
oriented and should continue to 
be the highest research degree 

3. Admission requirements do not 
necessarily consider the appli- 
cant's potential, interest, and 
aptitude for college teaching 

4. Major field of study is usually 
a subfield within a subject 
matter area 

5. Dissertation normally is a con- 
tribution to new knowledge in a 
specialized field 



6. Emphasis on mastery of research 
skills and tools including research 
design, research methodology, sta- 
tistical techniques, and usually 
foreign languages 

7. A professional core or component 
is not normally a requirement 
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8. A teaching internship and/or 8. A structured teaching internship 

externship which is supervised, and/or externship is not normally 

criticized, and evaluated by required 

experienced senior faculty members; 
the externship is in a two-year or 
four-year college 

E. Present Status of the Doctor of Arts Degree 

Surveys conducted by the writer in March, 1970, and November, 1971, revealed 
that there were 16 universities currently offering the Doctor of Arts degree, 11 
universities definitely planning to offer the Doctor of Arts degree, and another 
65* universities considering the possibility of offering the degree. This makes 
a total of 92 universities which offer, are planning to offer, or are consider- 
ing the possibility of offering, the Doctor of Arts degree. The majors most 
frequently reported were English (29) , history (17) , biology (13) , mathema- 
tics (11) , chemistry (6) , physics (5) , music (5) , art (4) , government (4) , 
economics (4) , political science (3) , sociology (3) , psychology (3) , physical 
education (2) , German (2) , geography (2) , speech (2) , and humanities (2) . In 
addition, 14 other majors were also reported. In the November, 1971, survey, 

50 universities reported that they were offering Doctor of Philosophy or Doctor 
of Education degree programs which were similar or very similar to the Doctor 
of Arts degree, or that existing Doctor of Philosophy or Doctor of Education 
degree programs had been recently modified to contain some of the elements of 
the Doctor of Arts degree. It would seem desirable for these 50 universities 
to develop Doctor of Arts degree prqrams rather than modify existing Doctor 
of Education and Doctor of Philosophy degree programs so as to prepare the 
teacher-scholar since the Fh.D. degree has as its central purpose the prepar- 
ation of the research- scholar and the Ed.D. degree is a professional degree 
offered in the field of education. Changing degree functions will add con- 
fusion to existing degree programs at the doctoral level. 




*Five of these institutions returned the questionnaire too late to be considered 
in vhe November 22, 1971, study. 
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On the matter of degree functions, the Council of Graduate Schools has tak- 
en the following position:* 

The program leading to the Doctor of Arts degree will paral- 
lel other doctoral programs but will be oriented toward de- 
veloping teaching competence in a broad subject matter area. 

In contrast, the Doctor of Philosophy program is designed to 
prepare a graduate student for a lifetime of creative activ- 
ity and research, although it will often be in association 
with a career in teaching at a university or college. The 
degree. Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) , should mark a profess- 
ionally oriented program at the doctoral level in the field 
of education. 

The development and acceptance of the Doctor of Arts degree has been phe- 
nomenal considering the fact that it was endorsed in principle for the first 
time by graduate deans at the annual meeting of the Council of Graduate Schools 
in December, 1969. Furthermore, all D.A. degree programs, with the exception 
of the D.A. degree program offered by Carnegie- Mel Ion University and the 
University of North Dakota, ha' r e been developed since 1970. 

The Doctor of Arts degree has been endorsed, approved, or accepted by a 
number of professional associations, including the following: the Council of 

Graduate Schools in the United States, the American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities, the National Science Foundation, the American Association of 
Junior Colleges, the Modem Language Association, the National Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, the Carnegie Commission on Higher Education, the Bureau of 
Higher Education of the USOE, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, other regional ac- 
crediting agencies, and the 90 plus universities offering, planning to offer, 
or considering the possibility of offering, the D.A. degree. 

The Council of Graduate Schools in the United States and the American 
Association of State Colleges and Universities, with the approval of their re- 
spective executive committees, have separately and co- jointly published 



*Couneil of Graduate Schools in the United States, "The Doctor of Arts Degree,” 
March, 1970, p. 6. 
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guidelines for the Doctor of Arts degree. Dr. J. Boyd Page, President of the 
Council of Graduate Schools in the United States, reported at the Eleventh 
Annual Meeting of the Council of Graduate Schools on December 3, 1971, that 95 
percent of the graduate deans polled were in favor of publishing the 
"Supplemental Statement on the Doctor of Arts Degree 1972." 

It is also of significance te note that over 90 universities are offering, 
planning to offer, or considering the possibility of offering, the Doctor of 
Arts degree during a period of time when there is a surplus of Fh.D. degree 
holders. Furthermore, D.A. degree programs have been developed or are being 
developed in spite of the financial restrictions placed on many universities; 
and, in addition, a number of state higher education coordinating boards have 
ruled against the establishment of new doctoral programs at this time. 

F. Future of the Doctor of Arts Degree 

It is too early to predict the success of the Doctor of Arts degree. The 
degree has been criticized by some who say that it is doomed to mediocrity, 
the degree will never be accepted, or that it will likely be dropped in a few 
year. Some of these same things were said about the Doctor of Education, the 
Doctor of Musical Arts, the Doctor of Engineering, and the Doctor of Business 
Administration degrees when they were initiated; however, these professional 
degrees, as well as several others, are meeting a real need and have been ac- 
cepted by students, department heads, deans, and other college and university 
administrators. 

In summary, the factors which indicate the Doctor of Arts degree will be 
successful include the following: (1) the endorsement of the D.A. degree by 

a large number of professional associations; (2) the relatively large number 
of universities offering, planning to offer, or considering the possibility of 
offering the D.A. degree in spite of budgetary limitations; (3) the increasing 

o need for junior college and college instructors who are specifically prepared 
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to teach; and (5) the increasing interest of graduate students in teaching and 
working with college- age students rather than in becoming research specialists. 

G. The Ball State University Doctor of Arts Degree Program in the Field of Music 

Ball State University was given a planning grant for the year 1970-71 by 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York to develop a Doctor of Arts degree program 
in the field of music. In developing the Doctor of Arts degree program, the 
School of Music was assisted by a sub-committee of the Graduate Council, an 
outside consultant in the field of music, and an advisory committee of 14 made 
up of music department heads and academic deans from representative colleges 
and junior colleges located in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, and Kentucky. 

After the program in music was developed, it was approved by the Graduate 
Council, the University Senate, the Board of Trustees, and then submitted to 
the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools for its con- 
sideration. In January, 1971, a North Central Association accreditation team 
of two - the Director of the School of Music, the University of Iowa, and the 
Dean of the College of Fine Arts, Camegie-Mellon University, conducted a visit 
to consider Ball State’s request for an extension of preliminary accreditation 
at the doctoral level to include the Doctor of Arts degree with a major in 
music. Following the NCA meeting in March, 1971, preliminary accreditation 
was granted for the program. 

The Doctor of Arts in the field of music which was instituted in September, 
1971, has as its major objective the preparation of the teacher-scholar in the 
broad field of music.* The program includes the following: (1) a basic inter- 

departmental core in music history and literature, music theory and composition, 

*The Fh.D. degree in music theory, composition, or musicology is essentially a 
research oriented degree; the D.M.A. degree is basically a musical performance 
degree; and the Cd.D. degree is normally designed to prepare music supervisors 
or coordinators for the public schools. 

o 

ERiC 



8 



Ball State University 



9 



musical performance, and music education; (2) an area of primary emphasis 
from one of the following three fields of music: music history and liter- 

ature, music theory and composition, and musical performance; (3) an area of 
secondary emphasis from one of the three aforementioned fields of music or 
in a field outside music; (4) an internship under the supervision of a 
senior professor and/or an externship under the supervision of both a Ball 
State professor and a professor from the cooperating college: (5) appropri- 
ate course work in learning theory, tests and measurements, higher educa- 
tion, and present day social issues and concerns; (6) a dissertation which 
could be any of the following: the production of innovative materials and 

the development of techniques for their successful use in teaching, the de- 
signing and testing of a new curriculum or course of study, the writing of 
a series of scholarly articles suitable for publication, and in some cases 
the traditional research project might be appropriate; and (7) electives to 
round out the student’s program of study. 

At the present time there are 18 students enrolled on the Doctor of Arts 
degree program in the field of music — 12 full-time and 6 part-time. At 
least 8 additional students will be enrolling sometime this year. Ten doc- 
toral fellowships have been made available for 1971-72 and 10 more fellow- 
ships will be added next year making a total of 20 continuing fellowships 
for D.A. degree candidates in music. Since the program was established in 
September of 1971, it is too soon to identify any major problems or to make 
an evaluation of its effectiveness; however, both faculty and students seem 
pleased with the program to date. A special committee of the School of 
Music, including several doctoral students, has been established and meets 
regularly to consider matters related to the program. Sometime late in the 
spring the 14 member advisory committee from representative colleges and 
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junior colleges which helped to plan the program will meet again on the Ball 
State Campus, this time to evaluate the program after its first year of oper- 
ation. In conclusion, I would like to say it has been a pleasure and a chal- 
lenge to all of us at Ball State to develop a new type of doctoral program 
designed to prepare college teachers. 
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